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Winner of a 2008 Hugo Award, this new paperback takes readers on spectacular tour of the

language created by science fiction. From "Stargate" to "Force Field," this dictionary opens a

fascinating window into an entire genre, through the words invented by science fiction's most

talented writers, critics, and fans. Each entry includes numerous citations of the word's usage, from

the earliest known appearance forward. Drawn not only from science fiction novels and stories,

citations also come from fanzines, screenplays, comics, songs, and the Internet.
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This is an impressive reference text and one that can also be read selectively both for erudition and

just plain fun. Perhaps the most impressive aspect of BNW, however, is the amount of reading the

author Jeff Prucher engaged in to produce the extensive citations contained with the text: a glance

at either the Works Cited (281-309) or the Bibliography of SF criticism (310-342) will leave one

wondering how Prucher had time for anything in his life over the past decade other than

reading.One of the primary virtues of this book is in fact the Works Cited section which could serve



well as a comprehensive reading list for anyone interested in becoming acquainted with SF from its

hoary beginnings to a point within a few years of the present; as well, the Bibliography of criticism is

an invaluable asset for academics wishing to augment their understanding of specialized niche

areas in the SF field. And certainly in regard to these ancillary appendices was, for me at least, the

list of author pseudonyms (279-80): who would otherwise know how many alternative names Henry

Kuttner had?Of course the quotations illustrating the various lexical entries in the dictionary are

themselves impressive by suggesting through their chronology the length of time a term has been in

common use; by the variety of sources for these terms, from novels to short stories to fanzines; and

by how well each quotation illustrates a slightly different shading of the meaning of a particular term.

I was, however, somewhat disappointed that so few of these citations derived from the Golden Age

of SF (essentially pre-1945 and back to the days of Gernsback), but that may be the result of

prucher having had difficulty accessing the pulp magazines of this era.
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